Erzberger and Ebert first rose through the party ranks to achieve prominence. Both parties had suffered under "exceptional legislation," and were opposed to its use; and both, having gained electoral support and li. Kopp's persistent efforts to swing the Center behind the 1893 military bill were unsuccessful, and when Caprivi asked him to use his position to modify the party's 1893 electoral strategy, Kopp was obliged to admit his lack of influence outside the narrow area of Silesia. See Gottwald, pp. 127-40. In 1898 Hohenlohe also sought to use Kopp to guide Center strategy, and the latter was once again forced to confess his inability to do so. Hohenlohe, pp. 450-51.
12. The Christian Peasant Associations in Wurttemberg (Anton Keilbach), Baden (Philipp Gerber and Josef Pfaff), and Trier (Georg Dasbach) were organized by priests. The associations arranged for the provision of credit, the purchase of feedsturfs and fertilizer, and the cooperative marketing of crops. portant to the leaders ofthe Center: they used it to support their claim that the Center alone was free from the blinkered class and sectional politics of the other parties, whether middle-class National Liberals, 13. The concept ofa "general" or "universal" class can be traced back to Hegel, for whom the bureaucracy embodied the general interest of society as a whole (just as the state tended toward the universal). The sense of "general class" intended here is drawn from Marx, who rejected as illusory the Hegelian claim for the universality of the bu? reaucracy (just as he rejected Hegel's view ofthe state). Rather, for Marx, different social classes, at particular times in history, succeeded each other in representing the general will and potential of society. Marx, like the German Social Democrats, believed that the bourgeoisie had once represented this "general" interest, but had become the embodiment of partial class rule whose claim to universality had been exploded. It was the pro? letariat which now inherited the mantle ofthe "general class." See S. Avineri, The Social and Political Thought ofKarl Marx (Cambridge, 1970), chap. 2, pp. 41-64. It is significant that the Social Democrats in Wilhelmine Germany saw in the proletariat not only the general class whose triumph would abolish (aufheben) the contradictions between political power and productive forces, between the state and civil society, etc.: with the supposed onset of the decadent, declining phase of bourgeois liberalism, the proletariat also em? bodied and subsumed the potential of all society in spheres such as culture. See G. Fiilberth, Proletarische Partei und burgerliche Literatur (Neuwied, 1972), p. 7. On the general problem ofthe middle class as a general class, see A. Briggs, "Middle-Class Consciousness in English Politics, 1780-1846," Past and Present, no. 9 (1956), pp. 65-74. The ideologues of political Catholicism, and Center politicians, could agree with much ofthe argument that the middle class had lost its former role: they saw the middle years ofthe nineteenth century as a transitory phase of self-assured liberal bourgeois ascendancy, arrogating to itself (as, for example, in the matter of laissez-faire economic legislation) the claim to embody a general interest.
14. 36. In Leutkirch, the local election committee picked Nikolaus Braunger as its candi? date rather than the sitting deputy Ferdinand Eggmann, the former having been recommended by Grober in a letter which spoke of his disinterested talents as a potential mem? ber of parliamentary committees (Schwdbische Kronik, Nov. 7, 1900). In Gmiind, where internal squabbles had characterized the party in the 1890s, the leadership disregarded the claims of both likely local men and settled on an outsider of proven reliability, the Ravensburg lawyer Alfred Rembold, whose brother Viktor was already Landtag deputy for Schwabisch-Hall, and who was himself an important figure in the Wurttemberg party, and a member of the Reichstag.
Gottwald (pp. 151-52) quotes a letter from Lieber to Heinrich
37. In Leutkirch Eggmann was put up against Braunger, and a meeting at Wurzach, attended by over two hundred people, resolved "under no circumstances" to support the leadership's choice. A local man, Eduard Kuen, was put up by constituents in Wangen, and forced the "outsider," member ofthe Reichstag Theodor Hofmann, to stand down discontent was the dissatisfaction which isolated communities felt over , 1955) 
